Antebellum America
Sectionalism & Conflict

Objectives
· Students will be able to:
· Explain how Andrew Jackson’s presidency impacted Native Americans;
· Describe how innovations in industry, travel, and communications changed the U.S. in the 1800s;
· Explain how immigration impacted U.S. cities in the North;
· Explain the role that states’ rights played in leading to the Civil War;
· Discuss how Manifest Destiny influenced western settlement;
· Explain why Texas fought for independence from Mexico;
· Describe how Mexican lands in the west became part of the U.S;
· Summarize the effects of the Gold Rush;
· Explain how industry and the economy differed between the North and the South;
· Explain how abolitionists influenced the antislavery movement;
· Explain the effects of the women’s rights movement of the 1800s;
· Evaluate the compromises made by Congress to address slavery and sectionalism; and
· Discuss the significance of the Dred Scott decision.
The North’s Economy
· Industrialization: The Industrial Revolution
· Transportation Revolution: Roads, Canals, Steamboats (Robert Fulton), and Ocean Clippers
· Railroads: Steam Locomotive (Peter Cooper 1830)
· Tracks: In 1840 there were only 3,000 miles but by 1860 there were 31,000 miles that linked people, goods, and the west
· Communication Improvements: Telegraph, Morse Code (Samuel Morse)
· Agricultural Revolution: Steel Tipped Plow (John Deere 1837), Mechanical Reaper (Cyrus McCormick)
· The Northeast shifted from farming to industry
The People of the North
· Northerners and Immigrants turned to mills and factories for work
· Production: textiles, clothing, shoes, watches, guns, sewing machines, and farm machinery
· Working Conditions: long hours, (average 11.4 hr. day in 1840), dangerous machinery, injuries, extreme temperatures, few labor laws
· Growth of Unions: organizations of workers banding together for better working conditions- protests and strikes for better wages, hours, and conditions
· Blacks, Women, and Immigrants faced discrimination
· Immigrant Booms 1820-1860 (7.5 million people)
· 1840-1860 Irish 1.5 million
· 1820-1860 German 1.4 million
· Immigrants had different languages, religions, customs, and traditions
· New Political Party formed to promote “native” Americans over Immigrants: The Know Nothing Party 
The South’s Economy
· After the American Revolution the main crop in the South was cotton
· The Cotton gin transformed southern agriculture. It made it easier, cheaper, and quicker to process more cotton
· Consequence: farmers grew more cotton and needed more slaves to grow and harvest the cotton
· Upper South: tobacco, hemp, wheat and vegetables
· Deep South: almost all cotton and some sugarcane
· Barriers to industry in the South: agriculture was too profitable, lack of money to invest, and a weak market for manufactured goods existed
· Transportation: natural waterways since there were few canals and railroads
The People of the South
· Yeoman Farmers: poor whites without slaves on small farms (majority of South)
· Tenant Farmers: poor whites who rented land to farm without slaves
· Rural Poor: poor whites living in meager cabins on the outskirts without slaves
· Plantations: wealthy whites on large estates who owned slaves and grew cash crops (mostly cotton)
· Life Under Slavery: few comforts beyond necessities, separation from families, unique mix dance, music, religion, and hopeful spirituality
· Slave Codes: laws designed to restrict slaves and prevent rebellions (no large gatherings, passes, illegal to educate)
· Resistance: working slowly, pretending to be sick, fires, breaking tools, and revolts
· Escape: Underground Railroad (Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass) flee to the North
· Cities: developed as ports to trade and ship goods
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min.), Share (2 min.)
· How was life in the north different from life in the south?
The Election of 1824
· Between 1816-1824, America had only one significant political party: the Jeffersonian Republicans (the Republicans for short)
· In 1824, four Republicans ran for president: William H. Crawford of Georgia, Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, Henry Clay of Kentucky, and John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts
· Jackson won the majority of the popular votes but nobody received a majority of the electoral votes. Under the 12th Amendment the House of Representatives selected the winner
· Clay and Adams secretly met.  Speaker of the House Clay agreed to sway the House to vote for Adams to prevent Jackson from winning.  In exchange, Clay was to be made Secretary of State
· Accusations of corruption and stealing the election tainted Adams’s presidency
John Quincy Adams: 6th President
· The Adams presidency was plagued by accusations of corruption
· Adams improved roads, waterways, and urged Congress to establish a national university, space observatories, and to promote science
· Congress did not improve transportation or the sciences, but believed that roads and waterways would be good for the economy
· The Adams presidency was rather uneventful and short

The Election of 1828
· By 1828 the Republican Party was divided.
· Democratic Republicans supported Andrew Jackson and favored states rights, distrusted the federal government, and consisted of the urban working class and frontiersmen
· National Republicans supported John Quincy Adams and favored a strong national government, supported issues that helped the economy (national bank & roads) and consisted of merchants and farmers
· The election of 1828 was full of mudslinging and insults to ruin the reputation of the opponent.  It was a dirty election, full of slogans, rallies, and events, but in the end, Jackson won. 
Andrew Jackson: 7th President
· Andrew Jackson won the election of 1828 by a landslide
· Jackson was a war hero, patriot, and a self-made man
· He seemed like everyone else.  He was born in a log cabin and rose to fame because of the War of 1812
· People called him “Old Hickory” because he was as tough as a hickory stick
· His “rags to riches” story demonstrated the American dream
· Jackson promised “equal protection and equal benefits” to all white men and by 1820 many states loosened property requirements for voting
· Jackson is also known for firing many government employees and replacing them with his supporters giving rise to the saying “to the victor belong the spoils” and the spoils system
The Tariff Debate
· Northerners favored a tariff (tax on imports) on manufactured goods from Europe to protect their businesses from competition
· Southerners didn’t favor the tariff because they didn’t produce the goods in the South so they needed to import them from Europe or the North and either way, a tariff meant higher prices
· In response to the idea of a high tariff, John C. Calhoun (Vice President) from South Carolina argued that a state could nullify a federal law that went against its interests
· In 1832 Congress lowered the tariff but South Carolina passed the Nullification Act and threatened to secede (break away from the country)
· Jackson responded by pushing Congress to pass the Force Bill, which allowed him to use force to support federal laws
· South Carolina said it nullified the Force Bill
The Indian Removal Act
· In the 1830s the “Five Civilized Tribes” (Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Chickasaw, and Choctaw) lived in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida but the settlers wanted their fertile land for farming
· The Indian Removal Act of 1830 allowed Congress to use federal money to relocate the natives to reservations on the Great Plains. Small sums of money were offered to “buy” their lands. In 1834 Congress created an Indian Territory in Oklahoma
· The Cherokee refused to give up their lands and sued in the case of Worcester v. Georgia in the Supreme Court
· Chief Justice Marshall ruled that Georgia couldn’t interfere with the Cherokee since only the federal government could deal with them
· Jackson convinced many Cherokee to leave  through the Treaty of New Echota but it was a fraud. Only 500 Cherokee agreed to it despite the 17,000 Cherokee it impacted
Native Resistance
· Despite pleas by the Cherokee not to enforce Indian Removal, the U.S. began removing the Cherokee in 1838 when General Winfield Scott arrived with 7,000 troops
· The threat of force convinced many Cherokee to leave without a fight
· 2,000 died in camp and another 2,000 died on the “Trail of Tears”
· The Seminole people were the only successful group to oppose removal. They used guerilla tactics like surprise attacks, retreated back into the swamps, and made surprise attacks on white settlements
· The government finally gave up trying to remove the Seminole in Florida
· By 1842, there were few natives east of the Mississippi River.
· 100 million acres were bought in exchange for $68 million and 32 million acres of reservation land
Jackson and the Bank
· Jackson had always been against the national bank because it was run by private wealthy northerners and didn’t lend to the common man, especially frontiersmen
· Henry Clay and Daniel Webster planned to use Jackson’s dislike of the bank against him in the upcoming election against Clay in 1832
· The plan was for the bank to apply to renew its charter immediately (four years early) knowing that Jackson would veto it and hopefully become unpopular with the people.
· Jackson did veto it, but the people supported Jackson and he won reelection. 
· The bank’s charter expired in 1836 and closed its doors forever
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min.), Share (2 min.)
· How would you summarize the Andrew Jackson presidency? Was he good for the nation or bad for the nation?
Martin Van Buren: 8th President
· In the election of 1836, Martin Van Buren (vice president) ran for the Democrats
· A new political party, the Whigs, formed and nominated 3 people
· Jackson’s support for Van Buren gave him the easy victory
· Soon after the election, the nation faced a severe economic depression
· The Panic of 1837: land values dropped, investments declined, banks failed, businesses failed, and people were unemployed
· Van Buren decided not to intervene and took a position of laissez faire (let it be) with the economy
· One good thing Van Buren did was to establish a national treasury instead of putting government money into small banks 
William Henry Harrison: 9th President
· In the election of 1840 the Whigs nominated William Henry Harrison (a war veteran of the War of 1812 and the Battle of Tippecanoe against Tecumseh) to face off against Van Buren.  John Tyler was Harrison’s Vice Presidential running mate
· Harrison claimed to be a “man of the people” and his campaign was known as the “Log Cabin Campaign”
· Harrison’s election slogan was “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too”
· Van Buren was depicted as being King Martin in political ads
· Harrison won the election easily and became the first Whig president but it was short lived
· On Inauguration Day it was freezing out and Harrison caught pneumonia and died 32 days later.

John Tyler: 10th President
· Although John Tyler was elected as a Whig he quickly upset his party
· Tyler vetoed numerous bills proposed by the Whigs
· Most of Harrison’s cabinet hated him and resigned
· Tyler was soon kicked out of the Whig Party and when the election of 1844 arrived the Whigs supported Henry Clay
· The Democrats supported James Polk, who became the 11th President of the U.S.
The Oregon Country
· The Oregon Country was a large area in the northwest on the Canadian border
· In 1800, four countries claimed the Oregon Country: U.S., England, Spain, and Russia
· In 1818, the U.S. and England agreed to a joint occupation
· In 1819, the Adams-Onís Treaty with Spain set the border of Spanish territory at California
· In 1824, Russia gave up its claim to land south of Alaska
· In 1825, John Quincy Adams tried to  set the border at 49° North latitude but England refused
· Thousands of frontiersmen and mountain men traveled on the Oregon Trail to settle the area
Mountain Men
· Most mountain men were hunters and trappers
· They lived in the frontier, often alone, and faced serious dangers on a daily basis: starvation, dehydration, extreme temperatures, wild animals, and natives
· They were tough, independent, and adventurous
· Many married native women and adopted native ways of life
· Some worked for fur trading companies or for themselves. In late summer they met at a rendezvous to sell their furs in exchange for necessities and news from home
· Over time the beavers died out and many mountain men moved to Oregon and became farmers  or guides
The Oregon Trail & James K. Polk: 11th President
· In the 1830s and 1840s, economic depression forced many to look for a better life in the west
· Large groups traveled in covered wagons called prairie schooners over the 2,000 mile Oregon Trail from Missouri to Oregon
· Settlement of the west showed American Manifest Destiny (that Americans should occupy the entire continent)
· In 1844, Democrat James K. Polk easily defeated the Whig Henry Clay
· Not only were the Whigs disorganized but they didn’t strongly support the settlement of Oregon like Polk did
· In 1846 Polk negotiated with England and set the border with Canada at 49° North latitude 
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min.), Share (2 min.)
· Why did many people move west in the early 1800s?
· What were the risks and what were the benefits?
The Settlement of Texas
· In the early 1800s Texas was occupied by Tejanos (Mexicans who lived in Texas), Natives, and American settlers
· Spain had encouraged American settlement because they wanted Texas inhabited and Stephen Austin received permission to settle with 300 families
· From 1823-1825 Mexico continued to allow U.S. settlers upon the promise that they would learn Spanish, practice the Catholic faith, and follow Mexican law
· By 1830, Americans outnumbered Mexicans in Texas and did not follow their promises.
· As a result the Mexican government stopped allowing Americans to settle and limited trade with America
Texas Prepares for Independence
· In 1833 General Antonio López de Santa Anna became president of Mexico.  Stephen Austin traveled to Mexico City to request that he lift the trade ban and grant Texas the status of a separate Mexican state
· His request was denied and Austin sent a letter to Texas to prepare to fight for independence but it was intercepted and Austin was arrested
· Santa Anna named himself dictator for life, abolished the Constitution, and tightened restrictions on Texas
· Several skirmishes occurred between Mexican and Texan troops
· In 1835 the Texans gained control of San Antonio and fortified a Spanish mission called the Alamo
The Alamo and Independence
· In 1836 a furious Santa Anna sent troops to the Alamo
· 189 Texans (who lacked gunpowder) defended the Alamo against thousands of well armed Mexicans
· Famous defenders of the Alamo: Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie, and 26-year old leader William Travis
· For 12 days the Texans held off the Mexicans but on March 6, 1836 they breached the walls
· Only a few women, children, and Travis’s slave Joe were spared
· At the same time, leaders in Texas met and declared independence forming the Republic of Texas
· On April 21, 1836, Texan troops attacked the Mexicans at San Jacinto (Houston) shouting “Remember the Alamo”
· On May 14, 1836 Santa Anna surrendered and recognized the new Republic of Texas
Texas Becomes a State
· After gaining its independence, President Houston sent a delegation to Washington to request that Texas be annexed to the U.S. but President Jackson didn’t want another slave state to upset the balance in the U.S.
· Presidents Van Buren, Harrison, and Tyler did not allow Texas to become a state
· In 1844 Polk allowed the annexation of Texas and in 1845 Texas joined the union
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min.), Share (2 min.)
· With the idea of Manifest Destiny held by most people in America, why didn’t Presidents Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, or Tyler allow Texas to become part of the country? Did they have a good reason?
The New Mexico Territory
· In the early 1800s, the New Mexico Territory contained present day New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah and parts of Colorado and Wyoming, which was controlled by Spain 
· When Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, it inherited Santa Fe and the New Mexico Territory
· The Mexicans allowed American traders in Santa Fe in 1821 and William Becknell became the first America trader there. His route became known as the Santa Fe Trail
California
· In the 1700s the Spanish settled California and established Catholic Missions from Sonoma to San Diego to convert natives to Christianity
· When Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, Mexicans set up huge estates in California called ranchos (ranches) run by rancheros (ranchers) who treated natives like slaves
· In the 1840s, Americans arrived in California and wanted to add it as a U.S. state
· President Polk offered to buy New Mexico and California but Mexico refused, so Polk planned to take the land that he wanted
The Mexican War Ignites
· Polk sent John Slidell to negotiate with Mexico but Mexico refused to talk
· Polk next ordered General Zachary Taylor to march to the disputed border with Texas and on April 25, 1846 Mexican troops fired on them
· On May 11, 1846 Polk announced to Congress that Americans were killed on American soil and asked for war
· Polk’s 3 part plan:
· (1) take the Texan borderland
· (2) seize New Mexico and California
· (3) take the Mexican capital: Mexico City
· In early 1847 the U.S. army took the border land
· On August 18, 1846 General Stephen Watts Kearny led 1,500 troops to Santa Fe and it was turned over without a shot
The Mexican War Ends
· In June 1846, a small group of Americans captured Sonoma and San Francisco, California and declared an independent country: the Republic of California (the Bear Flag Republic)
· John Frémont vowed to conquer California and at the same time the U.S. navy under Commodore John Sloat arrived and captured San Francisco and Monterey. California was annexed to the U.S.
· In March 1847, General Winfield Scott completed a 3 week siege on Veracruz, marched 300 miles, and took Mexico City
· Mexico surrendered with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
· Mexico gave up Texas and set the border at the Río Grande
· Mexican Cession: Mexico gave up New Mexico and California for $15 million
· Gadsden Purchase: U.S. paid $10 million for a strip of land along Arizona and New Mexico
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min), Share (2 min.)
· How did Polk demonstrate true American “Manifest Destiny”? Was he a successful president? Was he an honorable president? 
The California Gold Rush
· In 1848 gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California and by 1849 thousands of prospectors (called Forty Niners) arrived
· New communities called boomtowns sprung up overnight
· Very few miners were successful, and those who were, often blew their money on alcohol, gambling, and prostitutes
· The gold rush doubled the population of California
· Merchants were the real winners because they could charge whatever they wanted for basic goods
· Because there were no police, vigilante justice was common
· By 1850, California wrote a Constitution that banned slavery and applied for statehood
Utah
· Joseph Smith published the Book of Mormon in 1830, claiming that it was a translation of words written on golden plates that he received from an angel
· One aspect of the new Mormon religion that angered many was polygamy (having more than one wife)
· Their controversial beliefs forced them to leave the east coast and settle in Illinois but soon they were forced to move even further west
· In 1844 a mob killed Joseph Smith so in 1847 Brigham Young led the group through the mountains to the Great Salt Lake in Utah
· In 1850 the U.S. established the Utah Territory but because of the Mormon religion, Utah didn’t become a state until 1896  
Religion, Education & The Handicapped
· The 1800s saw a rise in religious activity in the U.S. called the Second Great Awakening
· Religious camp meetings called revivals were common as people wanted to reform their lives and the world
· Temperance movements urged that alcohol damaged society
· In the mid-1800s many schools were poorly funded and teachers were poorly trained
· Blacks and women were not given equal education to white boys
· Massachusetts lawyer Horace Mann set up the country’s first public normal school
· Many colleges and universities were founded (for men) but some like Oberlin began to allow women
· Reformers like Dorethea Dix also sought to help the mentally ill (many in jails)
Early Abolitionism
· Abolitionists were reformers who wanted to end slavery in the 1800s
· At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, the delegates allowed each state to decide whether slavery would be legal
· Slavery was made illegal in the North and was the way of life in the South
· Abolitionism started with the Quakers who were against slavery
· Early abolitionists, called the American Colonization Society, hoped to resettle the slaves in Africa or the Caribbean (many bought freedom and shipped them to slavery)
· In 1822 nearly 20,000 were brought to a new country in Africa for freed slaves called Liberia (“place of freedom”)
White Abolitionists
· William Lloyd Garrison was a Massachusetts abolitionist who began an antislavery newspaper called the “Liberator”
· Garrison called for the immediate freeing of slaves
· In 1832 he began the New England Antislavery Society
· Sarah and Angelina Grimké were sisters born in South Carolina to a wealthy slave owner
· In 1832 they moved to the North and gave speeches against slavery
· Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote the book “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in 1858 bringing the evils of slavery as a cruel and brutal system to thousands
Black Abolitionists
· Most free blacks in the North were poor city dwellers and excluded from most jobs
· David Walker was a free black writer
· Frederick Douglas was born a slave in Maryland, taught himself to read and write, escaped slavery in 1838, and moved to Massachusetts and then New York.  He gave powerful speeches against slavery and was the editor of an antislavery newspaper called the “North Star”
· Sojourner Truth was born a slave in New York, escaped in 1826, and was granted her freedom in 1827 when slavery was made illegal in New York. She then moved to New York City and worked to end slavery
· Abolitionists often supported the Underground Railroad, helping slaves escape to the North and Canada- conductors helped escaped slaves travel at night and hide during the day (Harriet Tubman)
Reaction to Abolitionism
· Many Southerners were outraged by abolitionism because it threatened their way of life
· Not everyone in the North was an abolitionist and many saw freeing slaves as a risk to the social order, unwanted competition for jobs, and provoking war with the South
· Sometimes resistance to abolition turned violent
· Southerners argued that slavery was necessary to their economy and that they treated slaves well (like children), providing them food, shelter, clothes, and medical care
· Others relied on racism to support slavery arguing that the slaves were better off being controlled by whites 
The Women’s Movement
· The Seneca Falls Convention was a meeting of 200 women (including Loretta Mott & Elizabeth Cady Stanton) and 40 men in 1848 in Seneca Falls, New York that came up with a Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions that called for the end of gender discrimination, equal laws, equal jobs, and women’s suffrage (voting)
· During the 1800s there were several women’s rights conventions
· Susan B. Anthony was the daughter of a Quaker abolitionist, she called for equal pay, coeducation, college opportunities for women, temperance, and suffrage
· Early women’s education reformists were Catherine Beecher and Emma Hart Willard (teaching women for their traditional roles)
· Later women’s education reformists who wanted to teach women the same as men were Mary Lyon (Mount Holyoke Female Seminary) and Emma Hart Willard (Troy Female Seminary)
· Marriage and Family Laws began to change: women could own property and get divorced
· Jobs mostly remained divided but some women led the way breaking down barriers such as Elizabeth Blackwell (first women doctor)  
Challenge
· Think (1 min.), Pair (1 min.), Share (2 min.)
· Who was to blame for slavery: the North or the South?
The Missouri Compromise
· In 1819 when Missouri applied for statehood, there were 11 slave and 11 free states- either way allowing Missouri would disturb the balance
· The Missouri Compromise solved the issue (at least temporarily):
· Missouri would be a slave state and Maine would be a free state to keep the balance
· Slavery was made illegal in territories north of 36°30’ North latitude
· In the election of 1848 the Whigs selected Zachary Taylor and Democrats chose Lewis Cass but both ignored the growing concern over slavery and sectionalism.  As a result antislavery supporters started their own party called the “Free Soil Party” known for “Free Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, and Free Men”
· Zachary Taylor easily won the election
The Compromise of 1850
· In 1845 Texas became a slave state and War with Mexico raged- what would happen to any land gained from Mexico?
· Wilmot Proviso: Representative David Wilmot proposed that any land gained from Mexico would not allow slavery
· John C. Calhoun proposed that any land gained from Mexico should allow the people to choose (self-determination)
· With the support of President Taylor, California became a free state in 1849, but the South talked about secession
· In 1850 Senator Henry Clay saved the union with the Compromise of 1850
· California would be a free state
· New territories could choose
· The slave trade but not slavery would be illegal in Washington, D.C.
· Stronger Fugitive Slave Law would go into effect
· President Taylor opposed the compromise but he suddenly died. His successor President Millard Fillmore supported it and it went into effect
The Fugitive Slave Law
· The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 required all citizens to help catch runaway slaves and anyone who helped runaway slaves could be fined or jailed
· People in the North now realized the evils of slavery
· Southerners sent slave catchers into the North to capture runaway slaves and sometimes they took free blacks back with them
· Some Northerners refused to follow the Fugitive Slave Law in protest called “Civil Disobedience” (Henry David Thoreau), where if the law required one to injure another, you simply refused to follow it
· Northern juries also frequently refused to punish those who violated the law, greatly angering Southerners
The Election of 1853 & The Kansas-Nebraska Act
· In 1853, the Democrat from New Hampshire, Franklin Pierce, became president
· Pierce supported the Fugitive Slave Law
· In 1854, Stephen Douglas wanted to organize the territories of Kansas and Nebraska but since both were north of 36°30’ they would have to be free under the Missouri Compromise, so Douglas introduced the Kansas-Nebraska Act
· The Kansas-Nebraska Act:
· Repealed the Missouri Compromise
· Allowed people of the territories to decide whether to be free or slave (the South knew that people from Missouri would settle Kansas and make it a slave state)
· Pierce and Congress supported the Act and it became law



Kansas
· After the Kansas-Nebraska Act passed in 1854, both proslavery and antislavery groups fled to Kansas
· Although only 1,500 people lived in Kansas, 6,000 votes were cast (thousands of border ruffians crossed into Kansas just to vote)
· Slavery was determined to be legal and a proslavery legislature was elected
· Those who opposed slavery refused to respect the election and held their own elections
· Two competing governments existed in Kansas and people began fighting- known as Bleeding Kansas
· John Brown, an abolitionist, killed 5 supporters of slavery in a skirmish
· As a result of Bleeding Kansas and the fighting between proslavery and antislavery supporters, federal troops were called in
Shift in Political Parties & The Election of 1856
· By 1854, American politics were divided over the issue of slavery
· Antislavery Whigs, Democrats, and Free-Soilers joined to form the Republican Party
· The Republicans faced off against proslavery Whigs and Democrats
· The Republicans were strong in the North and nearly non-existent in the South
· In the election of 1856 the Republicans supported John C. Frémont of California and their slogan became “Free Soil, Free Speech, and Frémont”
· The Democrats, nominated James Buchanan of Pennsylvania and wanted to smooth over issues with the South to save the Union, and favored popular sovereignty or letting people of each state decide on slavery
· The Know-Nothing Party, which opposed immigrants, nominated Millard Fillmore
· The election was a division between North and South and Buchanan won
The Dred Scott Case
· Dred Scott was a slave owned by a doctor in Missouri (slave state). In the 1830s the doctor moved to Illinois (free state) and then to territories that banned slavery.  Finally he moved back to Missouri
· In 1846, antislavery lawyers sued for Dred Scott’s freedom since he lived in areas that banned slavery
· The case took 11 years to decide, but when it was it was one of the worst decisions in Supreme Court history
· Chief Justice Roger Taney ruled that Dred Scott was still a slave. Since he was property, he could not sue at all. Taney also said that Congress could not regulate slavery in the territories. Finally he said that the Constitution protected slavery because it specifically said that nobody’s property could be taken away without due process of law under the 5th Amendment
· The country was now deeply divided between North and South on the issue of slavery
Challenge
· Choose which of the following three cases was the worst in Supreme Court History and then move to the correct area of the room to discuss the reasons with your team. You will then present your reasons to the class
· Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) (slaves are property and cannot sue & the Constitution protects slavery) ( Near the Teacher’s Desk
· Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) (“separate but equal” for blacks and whites is constitutional) ( Near the Heater
· Korematsu v. United States (1944) (order forcing Japanese Americans to internment camps during World War II is constitutional) ( Near the Door
Lincoln and Douglas & Harpers Ferry
· In 1858, the Senate race in Illinois between Republican Abraham Lincoln and Democrat Stephen A. Douglas was the center of national attention
· Douglas was a well-known lawyer and politician but few knew Lincoln
· It turned out that Lincoln was a lawyer who had risen from a poor log cabin in Kentucky to become a politician.  He disliked slavery but saw no easy way to deal with it
· Lincoln and Douglas met 7 times to debate before Douglas finally won the Senate seat, but Lincoln gained in reputation
· On October 16, 1859, abolitionist John Brown and his sons led a raid on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia hoping to arm slaves and begin a rebellion
· Brown was arrested and convicted of treason and then executed
· He was seen as a martyr by abolitionists and the nation was on the brink of disaster
The Election of 1860
· The issue of slavery divided the country and the election
· Northern Democrats supported Stephen Douglas and popular sovereignty
· Southern Democrats supported John C. Breckinridge and slavery
· The Constitutional Union Party chose John Bell and didn’t take a side on slavery
· Republicans nominated Abraham Lincoln who believed that slavery should be left alone where it existed but banned in the territories
· Because the Democrats were divided, support for each of them was divided
· Lincoln won the election without a majority of the electoral votes.  He won every northern state and none of the southern states. He was not even on the ballot in much of the South
Aftermath of the Election
· South Carolina decided that it was powerless and it also didn’t trust the Republicans so on December 20, 1860, it seceded from the Union
· To save the country, Senator John Crittenden drafted a series of Constitutional amendments to protect slavery, but Republicans rejected them all
· By 1861 the following states had seceded (left the Union) and formed their own country, The Confederate States of America, with Jefferson Davis as their president 
· Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina
· Lincoln faced a difficult decision on what to do.  If he acted too forcefully, the remaining southern states might also leave, and if he did nothing, the country of the United States could have been completely destroyed
· In his Inaugural Address, Lincoln was firm against Southern secession and vowed to enforce the laws of the U.S. in the South.  At the same time, he urged the South to reconsider
Fort Sumter
· Confederate forces seized several federal forts in the South.  To prove that the Confederacy had no right to secede, Lincoln reacted
· The day after taking office, the commander of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor told Lincoln that he was low on supplies and would have to surrender
· Lincoln told the governor of South Carolina that he was going to bring supplies to the Fort but before the Fort could be reinforced, President Jefferson Davis ordered his men to attack the Fort
· With the attack on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, the Civil War began
· Fort Sumter surrendered on April 14, 1861 and Tennessee, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Virginia seceded and joined the Confederacy
